
 
 

  Mass Schedule      Confessions
    Saturday: Vigil Mass 5:00 PM      • Saturday: 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM
    Sunday: 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM  • Call the rectory to arrange an appointment at  
    Monday through Saturday: 8:30 AM       a mutually convenient time
    Holy days: As announced
    Family Mass: 9:30 AM Mass 
          
  Baptisms      Sacrament of Matrimony
   Please contact Deacon Lachlan at Ext. 112    Arrangements must be made at least six months prior
   to make arrangements for your child’s baptism.  to the ceremony and before arranging the reception.    
        Please contact Fr. Grieco at Ext 116.

Church of the Holy Spirit
16 South 6th Street, New Hyde Park, New York  11040

(516) 354-0359

January 8, 2017

The Epiphany of the Lord
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Priest Forever in the Line of Melchizedek

 Msgr. Michael J. Cantley
 
 In paragraph 10 of Lumen Gentium (The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church) 
decreed by the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) we read that Christ the High 
Priest instituted “a kingdom and priests to God his Father” out of the New People he 
established, his disciples, “the baptized, (who) by regeneration and the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit are consecrated into a spiritual house and a holy priesthood.”   This 
created the universal priesthood of all the faithful.  Through personal sacrifice and a 
holy life they are called to bear witness to Christ.  From their numbers some are called 
and ordained to the ministerial priesthood.  The two “differ from one another in essence 
and not only in degree, the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial or 
hierarchical priesthood are nonetheless interrelated. Each of them in its own special 
way is a participation in the priesthood of Christ.” 

 That reminder of the teaching of the most recent Ecumenical Council recalls the 
mutual exchange Jesus intends to exist between the clergy (which includes permanent 
deacons) and all of God’s people.  We exist reciprocally for each other in worshipping 
God; representing him to the world; serving the needs of the disadvantaged whomever 
they may be; and becoming a sign of God’s paternal love to the spiritually bereft by the 
conduct of our lives, as living the faith we communicate it to others.

 The ministerial priest comes to Orders from the status of servant of God as a 
layperson.  After being ordained, he is now servant of the servants of God in all things 
that belong to God.  “St. Augustine puts this very beautifully when he says: “What I am 
for you terrifies me; what I am with you consoles me. For you I am a (priest); but with 
you I am a Christian. The former is a duty; the latter a grace. The former is a danger; 
the latter, salvation” (L.G.# 32).  Even the priest himself remains in need of other 
priests to administer the sacraments e.g. penance and the anointing of the sick.  And as 
Augustine just said he also needs the priestly people to challenge him, to support him, 
to inspire him, and to correct him in the pursuit of his priestly life.  It is this mutuality 
that supports the liturgical language we use and makes it real: “Brother”,  “Sister”, 
“Father” are not merely terms of politeness or ritual; they should have real meaning and 
describe a relationship of trust and confidence that makes each parish, each diocese and 
the universal church a real family in Christ.
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 That doctrinal and theological introduction to this essay on Priesthood, I hope, lays 
the foundation for what Father Grieco asked me to do.  I have been a priest for 62 years 
(come 6/4/17).  I have loved every minute of it, and had I to do it all over again I certainly 
would.  There were 35 ordained with me in 1955.  Only 5 of us are still alive and only 3 able 
to help where needed.  At the time of my ordination the Diocese of Brooklyn encompassed 
the whole of Long Island.  In 1957 it was divided and the Diocese of Rockville Centre 
was established.  This year, fewer than half the numbers of men ordained with me were 
ordained to the priesthood for these two dioceses, a phenomenon that has gone on for 
decades; and at the same time the number of parishes and people to be served have grown 
exponentially.  Rectories that once housed three or more priests are now home to one 
or two men I had as students when I taught at the seminary are pastors of two and three 
parishes.  
 
 Jesus observed the potential for a vast increase over historical time of believers 
who would become disciples.  He told the Twelve: “The harvest is abundant but the 
laborers are few: so ask the harvest Master to send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt.9: 
37-38; Lk.10: 2).  Surely God is no less generous now than in the past where over the 
centuries this prayer has been answered wondrously.  The purpose of our prayer is in light 
of the free will God has given us.  God wants us to be co-partners in the accomplishment 
of his divine plans.  St. Augustine put it bluntly: “God who created you without your 
cooperation, will not save you without your cooperation” (sermon 169).  He needs us only 
because he willed it that way.

 Looking at the vocation shortage today, I believe it is due primarily to the socio-
cultural marginalization of religious consciousness rampant in this and the immediately 
preceding centuries.  It may have seeped into our thinking while we were unaware, but 
now it must be consciously expunged.  Faith is not a coat we put on when needed, nor a 
club we join for advantage.  Rather it is the very essence of who we are, the definition of 
ourselves. We must all live the faith individually and collectively so as to create the context 
in which those who are called to a vocation can hear it; and be encouraged by all who 
learn of it.  My own vocation found such acceptance in family, parish and neighborhood.  
In sacrificing a family of my own I have been part of a multitude of families; alone much 
of my life, I have never been lonely.  As the Irish proverb says: “God fits the back for the 
burden.” 
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PASTORAL STAFF

Rev Frank Grieco, Pastor Ext. 116
E-mail: frgrieco@yahoo.com

Deacon Lachlan Cameron Ext. 112
E-mail: cameron@optonline.net

Deacon Douglas Ferreiro Ext. 171
E-mail: Douglas.ferreiro@gmail.com

Music Director: Mary Bolan Ext. 176

John J. Hogan   Ext. 132
Director, Religious Education
E-mail:jhoganhs@gmail.com

Bulletin
E-mail: bulletin@holyspiritchurch.com

Parish Social Ministry 
Tom Friel, Director  Ext. 138
E-mail: Tom.Friel@holyspiritchurch.com

Website: www.holyspiritchurch.com
Coordinator: May O’Boyle Deegan

E-mail: HolySpiritWebsite@gmail.com

Rectory Office   Ext. 117
Phone: 516-354-0359
Fax : 516-354-2611

Rectory Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00am - 8:00pm
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Religious Education Office Hours:
Tuesdays from 9 to 4
Thursdays from 9 to 3

Church Hours:
Monday through Friday 7:00am -8:00pm
Saturday: 7:00am-6:15pm
Sunday: 7:00am-2:00pm

Emergency call (516) 880-2936

Dear Friends,

As we begin a new year, it’s important 
to me to thank all parishioners for your 
support of the parish, especially during 
this Christmas season.  First, I thank 
all parishioners for your monetary 
donation.  Many of you were very 
generous!  Although we don’t like to 

talk much about money, it is necessary to pay the bills and keep the 
parish financially and spiritually vibrant for many years.  If you have 
already given, thank you!  If you have not, please consider giving a 
Christmas donation.  Everybody should contribute, it’s “our” parish!

A thank you also to the many who purchased a gift or gifts for the 
needy.  The giving tree is very popular in the parish and is a great 
way to make a positive difference in the life of another person.  We 
gave away hundreds of gifts.  

We have so many people in the parish who work so hard in giving their 
time for the betterment of the parish, especially during Christmas and 
holy week.  The list is so long that I just cannot acknowledge every 
person, but please know that you are appreciated.  Our true reward 
comes from God!  Without mentioning names, I must acknowledge 
the beautiful music offered by our three music groups: our adult 
choir, our youth choir and our youth band.  Your Christmas music 
enhanced the beauty of our Christmas liturgies!     

Our family Mass committee works hard all year, and especially for 
Christmas, to make Sunday and Christmas Mass more uplifting, 
vibrant and understandable to our younger people.  The family Mass 
has given so many of our young parishioners the opportunity to truly 
be active at Mass.  This is what God wants and we are thankful to 
this committee.  

I do need to mention one name: Santo Cipolla, a parishioner, is a 
semi professional photographer.  This is not his career, this is simply 
his hobby.  And, although, he says “semi”, his work is professional.  
Out of the goodness of his heart, although his mother is ill, he was 
here at the 4:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Mass taking pictures at my 
request.  Since there was only one person taking pictures, the Mass 
was much more reverent and meaningful.  The additional advantage 
is that we, and anyone interested, now have beautiful pictures and 
memories of this Mass, and all the many children who participated.  

Again, this is a thank you to all of you.  Happy New Year!

Fr. Grieco
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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday, January 20th 
 7:30 P.M. until Saturday January 21st 8:30 A.M.

(please save the date)
 

7:30 P.M. Mass
 

 After Mass the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed.
 

There will be music all night and a scripture reading every hour.
 

More information will be available in bulletin next week.
 

Benediction before 8:30 A.M. Mass on Saturday morning.

 Prayer Intentions will be for:
 All Pro Life Issues
 Our new Bishop and our Catholic Faith
 Our Country and our new President

I will give a complete explanation and more detail in my weekly column 
next week.  For now, please just save the date.  Many parishioners have been 
requesting this, and in order to do it according to the liturgical norms, we will 

need participation of many.
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Joyce McCabe, Jola Griffen, Chris Hanat, George Warren, Genevieve Early, 
Ninabeth Palces, John Caliendo, Linda Eagan, Vincent Sauchelli, 

Florence Krupski, Marie Lappin, Michael McGovern, Maria Celena DaCosta, 
Josephine Cassese, Emelia Arroyo, Irene DeRainieri, Joe and Flo Grimm

Eileen Hammond, Doug Wilson, Neil Duggan, Janet Rossano and Joseph McVeigh

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Candles
are in loving memory of

Henry Hanna
From Vanessa Puglisi

This week the Bread & Wine 
are in loving memory of

Henry Hanna
From Vanessa Puglisi

The Social Ministry needs for this week are:  
Pancake mix and syrup, jelly, hot and cold 
cereal.  If you do not wish to shop, small 
denominations of supermarket gift cards are 

always welcome.

As always, thank you for your generosity.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

LET US PRAY

PRO LIFE COMMITTEE

Don’t Forget Your Baby Bottle!
This weekend, January 7th & 8th, the Holy Spirit 
Pro-Life Committee will be hosting a Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser to benefit The Life Center of Long Island. 
The Life Center is a crisis pregnancy center that 
counsels women & men who are experiencing an 
unplanned pregnancy. We are asking that you pick up 
a baby bottle and fill it with your change and to recite 
the prayer on the bottle. The prayer attached to the 
bottle will enable the counselors at The Life Center to 
say just the right words a mother or father may need 
to hear.  It especially opens a mother’s heart to accept 
the truth. The filled bottles will be collected on the 

weekend of January 28/29.
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE

January 8
1st   Audrey Mikowski
2nd   Gabby Munge
Peitions  Audrey Brooker
Intro   Larissa Scandura

January 15
1st   Rosie Zehnter
2nd   Pia Alana
Petitions  Greg Marzano
Intro   Allison Marzano

 January 22nd
1st  Sarah Bush
2nd  Nicole Dana
Petitions Eamonn Lennon
Intro  Ally Petricca

9:30 AM
Family Mass 

Sunday
January 1, 2017

Solemnity of Mary
Mother of God
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Church of the 
Holy Spirit

2016
Wall of Christmas 

Cards
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CATHOLIC COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING
Diocese of Rockville Centre Boy Scouts and Venturers are invited to
A DAY OF RECOLLECTION: Finding Jesus through Mary

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (8:45 AM registration)
ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY RC CHURCH
175 WOLF HILL ROAD, MELVILLE
(Church is next to St Anthony’s HS. Parking is in rear of Church)

Come spend a prayerful day with fellow scouts .

Come with a Bag Lunch.  A beverage will be provided
COST: $10.00 per person by January 13, 2017.  After January 13, $12.00.

Please pre- register so we can be sure to have enough program materials for everyone.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGISTRATION: Troop or Crew _____ Unit’s City ____________________
Name _________________________ Telephone # ____________________
Address ________________________ E-Mail ________________________

City ______________________, NY ZIP__________
 # of Early Registration:  _______   # of Late Registration: TOTAL $ _______

Make checks payable to: Catholic Committee on Scouting and mail to:
Catholic Scouting Office, P.O. Box 9023, Rockville Centre, NY 11571-9023

For information contact:  Mary Scotti at (631) 678-7245 or mbscotti@yahoo.com

Colleen McCullagh won the
 “Keep Christ in Christmas” competition 
that the Knights of Columbus had for our 

Religious Education Program.

Colleen is very deserving of this award.  
Colleen also played the role of Mary for

 the Christmas Pageant in 2014 and 2015,
so it is very fitting that she knows
 how to keep Christ in Christmas.

Pictured with Colleen is John Thomas, 
a parishioner and the Deputy Grand Knight 

of our Knights of Columbus Council.

We also thank the Knights for their generosity to 
Colleen and their support of our parish.



Monday,  January 9, 2017
7:15 PM   AA Meeting
7:30 PM  Saint Vincent dePaul  
   Meeting
7:30 PM  Family Mass Band

Tuesday,    January 10, 2017
7:30 PM  Legion of Mary

Wednesday,  January 11, 2017
7:30 PM  Columbiettes

Thursday,  January 12, 2017
6:30 PM  Our Lady of Guadalupe
   Prayer Group
7:30 PM  AA Meeting Caf

Friday,  January 13, 2017
3:00 PM   Rosary and Divine  
   Mercy

Saturday,  Janury 14, 2017
7:00 AM   AA Meeting 
3:45 PM   Confessions
     
Sunday,  January 15, 2017
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SATURDAY January 7th - Vigil
5:00PM Maureen Rafferty
 
SUNDAY January 8th - The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00AM Joseph DiNapoli
9:30AM Janet Neglia
11:00AM         Parishioners of Holy Spirit
12:30PM James Wright

MONDAY      January 9th - Weekday  
8:30AM Purgatorial

TUESDAY January 10 - Weekday
8:30AM Eileen White 

WEDNESDAY   Janury 11th - Weekday
8:30AM Henry James Dengel

THURSDAY   Janury 12th - Weekday
8:30AM Thomas Bromley

FRIDAY January 13th - Weekday
8:30AM Mamie O’Donnell

SATURDAY January 14th - Christmas Weekday
8:30AM  Lawrence Vidilago

SATURDAY January 14th - Vigil
5:00PM John Good
 
SUNDAY January 15th - Second Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time
8:00AM Joseph Kusk
9:30AM Adolf Wachswender
11:00AM         Manuel Rodrigues Lopes
12:30PM Parishioners of Holy Spirit

PARISH OFFERING
Last weeks collection, Sunday, January 1st was $12,172.

Christmas 2016 Collection was $41,218.
Your goodness and generosity to Holy Spirit Church are very much appreciated.


