
May is the Month of Mary 

 

As May is the month we honor our Blessed Mother Mary, the Mother of the Church and of us all, and 

as we honor our own mothers this Sunday, it seems only appropriate that we spend some time 

reflecting on Mary, the very embodiment of Motherhood and the ways in which our own mothers give 

of themselves every day and reflect Mary to all of us. 

 

This past week, I have been thinking of Mary and my mom. My mom had a deep devotion to Mary 

throughout her life. As a kid, it was not possible to go into Mom’s room and not see a statue of Mary, 

sometimes with a rose at her feet. There were also the ever-present Rosary Beads on her night stand, 

or in Mom’s hands, if it was early in the morning and she was praying her rosary. That example was 

not lost on my brother, sisters and me, and I think it remains with us to this very day, but the lesson 

went even further as Mom told us about Mary and her Son, Jesus. 

 

Mom once shared with me that when the 4 of her children were baptized, she took us before the 

statue of Mary and placed each of us in her protection. Why? Mom explained that Mary was the great 

intercessor; that Mary would bring us, and our problems to her Son, Jesus. That when things got 

difficult, we needed to remember that no son can deny their mothers anything, and that Jesus is no 

different.  So, go to Mary with the prayer: “My Mother; My Confidence” and ask her to go to Jesus for 

you.  

 

Think for a moment of the last words we hear from Mary in John’s Gospel… “Do whatever he tells you.”  

You all remember the story. Jesus, Mary and Jesus’ disciples are attending the Wedding at Cana. The 

bride and groom are running out of wine, which would be a great embarrassment. Mary goes to Jesus 

and says: “They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour 

has not yet come.” (Mary ignores Jesus’ response…just like a mom with her son!) Mary then turns to 

the servers and says, “Do whatever He tells you.”  Simple words, but profound in their impact and 

importance. If we accept these simple words, we accept the very person of Jesus and the reality that 

Jesus is life itself.  Do whatever Jesus tells you…do whatever the Son of God tells you. If only we follow 

Mary’s advice, just as she brought the wedding problem of the bride and groom to Jesus, she will bring 

our problems to Him too.   

 

As the great prayer The Memorare requests: “Remember Oh most gracious Virgin Mary, that never 

was it known, that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession 

was left unaided…”    

 

Mary always points the way to her Son…to Jesus. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our Mothers, alive or deceased, and to all our wives, daughters, and all 

women who may have served so many of us in the role of Mother throughout our lives.  May God’s 

Peace and Blessing come down upon you, and remain with you forever. 

 

Deacon John Hogan 

 


